IN MEMORIAM

Hogy lesz valakibél csdsz4r?
Arra sziiletni kell, vagy ha ez
mégsem sikeriil, végigdilni a
vildgot, meghdditva orszdgokat,
térdre kényszeritve dinasztidkat,

A Csaszar

vagy ...olyan tehetségesnek szii-
letni és ezt olyan aldzattal visel-
ni, amire az egész vildg felfigyel. Ez Albert Fléridn.

Hogy nevezhetnek el valakirdl mér életében egy olyan stadiont, ami
a legnépszertibb magyar klub otthona? Hogy hivhatnak egy sportolét a
vildgban mdsodmagdval Csdszdrnak? Hogy lehet valaki labdartigé-nem-
zedékek példaképe, Nyilasitdl Lipcseiig? A valasz egy olyan ember, aki
még a régi szép id6kben is kittint tehetségével, zsenijével, hozzddlldsdval,
hiiségével és emberségével.

Albert Fléridn Hercegszdnton sziiletett, édesanyja korai haldla utdn
a nagysziilei vették magukhoz. Imddta a vidéki életet és a focit. Egy
toborzén tiint fel, ahol Rakosi Gyuldval egyiitt felvételt is nyert az akkor
még Kinizsi nevet visel§ Ferencvdroshoz. A Csdszdr pdlyafutdsa alatt
végig egyetlen csapat szineiben focizott, a Ferencvdrosban. 537 mérkd-
zésen 383 golt szerzett. Hiromszoros gélkirély,

How are emperors made? They
are born or lacking that, they ran-
sack half the globe, conquering
countries and bringing about the
downfall of dynasties. Or they are
born with such talent and bear it
with such humility that the entire

world pays attention to them. Fléridn Albert is of the latter category,

How is it that a stadium hosting the most popular club in Hungary gets
named after a still living person? How come an athlete shares the epithet
“the Emperor” with just one of his colleagues in the world? How can some-
one become the idol of generations of footballers from the eighties to current
times? The answer lies in 2 man who stood out even in the heyday of Hun-
garian football with his talent, genius, attitude, loyalty and humaneness.

Fléridn Albert was born in Hercegszdnté and was adopted by his grand-
parents after the untimely death of his mother. He loved football and living
in the countryside. He appeared at a recruitment event where, along with
Gyula Rékosi, he was admitted to the club Kinizsi. This was the precursor
of today’s Ferencvdros, the only team the Emperor has ever played in
throughout his career. He scored 383 goals over

négyszer nyerte meg a bajnoksdgot csapatdval.
1965-ben Vésarvarosok Kupdjit nyert (1-0-ra
a Juventus ellen), mely akkor a mdsodik leg-
népszeribb nemzetkdzi viadal volt. A viloga-
tottban 17 évesen (!) debiitdlt a nagyon erds
svédek ellen.

1958. november 2-dn jétszotta élete elsd
felndtt mecesée, ahol rogton kée géle rugott a
Didsgy6rnek. 1959-ben, Belgrddban érte el
elsd mesterhdrmasét valogatott mérk8zésen,

ez volt élete harmadik szereplése a nemzeti
tizenegyben. Ezt kévetéen az NSZK-nak agy
18tt gélt, hogy elbtte 6t védSt cselezett ki.
1960-ban a csapat eziistérmes lett, & pedig
golkirdlyi cimet szerzett, mely bravirt egy
évvel kés6bb megismételt. Nemzetkozi szinten
tagja volt az olimpiai bronzérmet szerzett csa-
patnak is. Csoportels6ként jutottak az el6d6n-
t8be, ahol Dénidtdl szenvedtek vereséget, majd
a bronzmeccsen az olasz vélogatottat sikeriilt

537 games. He was the top scorer three times and
won the championship four times with his team.
In 1965, he and his team won the second most
popular tournament of the age, the Inter-Cities
Fairs Cup 0-1 against Juventus. He,ade his debut
in the national team at the young age of 17
against the strong Swedish team.

Albert played his first adult game on Novem-
ber 2, 1958, scoring two goals against Di6sgy6r.
He scored his first hat trick in the national team
in 1959 in Belgrade at his third ever game in the
national eleven. Later on, he scored a goal to the
GDR by avoiding five defenders. In 1960, the
team won the silver medal and he became the top
scoret, a feat which he repeated the following year.
On the international level, he was a member of
the Olympic bronze medalist team. They went
to the semi-finals at the top of their group then
suffered a defeat from Denmark and finally beat
Italy 2-1 for the bronze. Albert scored five times

legy6zni 2-1-re. Albert 6t gélt szerzett a tor-

ndn. Az 1963-as évben a csapat a Vésdrvdrosok Kupdjin bronzérmes
lett, mivel az el6dontében 3-1-re alulmaradtak az NK Dinamo ellen.
Am cstiggedésre semmi okuk nem volt, hisz a hazai pontvaddszatot
megnyerték, s6t a kovetkezd évben ismét bajnokok lettek. 1964-ben
Eurdpa-bajnoki bronzérmet szerzett a vdlogatottal. 1965-ben bir a
Fradi csak médsodik lett a bajnoksdgban, Albert a harmadik gélkirdlyi
cimét is elnyerte, 4m a hab a tortdn a VVK elhdditdsa lett, a Juventust
remek jatékkal 1-0-ra verték otthondban. Ebben az esztend8ben Albert
erbfeszitéseit az Aranylabda-szavazdson elért hatodik hely korondzta.
1966-ban és 1967-ben az Ev jatékosinak vilaszrotrdk itthon. Ugyan-
ebben az esztenddben vildgbajnoksdgbeli remek jatékdnak is készon-
het8en a France Football Aranylabda-valasztdst nyerte meg, mellyel a
vildg legjobb jétékosdt jutalmazzék. ,Technikailag és taktikailag feliil-
mulhatatlan egyéniség” — allitottdk réla. Ezzel olyan magassdgot értel,
melyet sem el8tte, sem utdna nem mondhatott magdénak egyetlen
magyar labdardagd sem. Az akkori szokdsok szerint a dijat az els§ hazai
vélogatott mérkézésen adtdk volna 4t neki, ami egy Népstadion-beli,
Szovjetunié elleni Eurépa-bajnoki selejtez8 volt, dm sériilése miatt a
Gundel étteremben vehette azt 4t a France Football f8szerkeszt8jétdl.

Par nappal ezt kovetden sziiletett meg fia, a szintén sikeres labdaragd
ify. Albert Fléridn.

at the tournament. The team won the bronze
medal at the Inter-Cities Fairs Cup in 1963 after a 3-1 defeat by NK Din-
amo in the semis. However, they did not despair since they were at the top
of the scoreboard in Hungary and won the championship the next year as
well. In 1964, Albert and the national team won the bronze medal at the
European Championship. Even though Ferencviros only managed second
place in the championship in 1965, Albert won his third top scorer title.
However, the icing on the cake was winning the Inter-Cities Fairs Cup,
beating Juventus 1-0 on the opponent’s home turf. The same year, Albert’s
efforts were rewarded by his sixth place in the vote for the Golden Ball. In
1966 and 67 he was voted Player of the Year in Hungary. In the latter year,
due to his excellent performance at the World Championship, he won France
Football’s Golden Ball Award for the best player in the world. “He is an
individual who cannot be surpassed in technique or tactics”, as it was held.
With this achievement, he has gone where no other Hungarian footballer
has gone before. According to traditions at the time, he would have received
the award at the first national team game in Hungary, a European Cham-
pionship qualifying game at the People’s Stadium against the Soviet Union.
However, due to an injury, he had to receive the award from the editor-in-
chief or France Football at the Gundel restaurant. A few days later, his son,
Fléridn Albert jr., was born, and would later go on to become a successful
footballer as well.
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A vilogatottal hetvendt mérkézésen Iépett palydra, felmehetett volna
ez a szdm akdr szdz 6lé is, de 1969-ben iitkdzott a ddnok kapuséval és
nagyon stlyos térdsériilést szenvedett. Hosszan elhtz6doé felépiilése utin
bér pélydra lépett, nem birta a térde a terhelést, igy visszavonult. Utolsé
mérkézése a Jugoszldvia elleni 3-2-es gydzelemmel zdrult meccs volt
1974. méjus 29-én. Szeretett klubjétdl, a Ferencvérostdl jatékos pélyafu-
tdsa végén sem szakadt el, 2001-t8l annak tiszteletbeli elnckeként dol-
gozott.

A Csészdr 2004 6ta a nemzet sportoléja volt. Hetvenedik sziiletés-
napjdt két hénappal ezeldtt tinnepelte jétékostdrsai és bardtai korében.
Ferencviros diszpolgdra, megkapta a Magyar Kéztérsasdgi Erdemrend
tisztikeresztjét és a Magyar Koéztdrsasdgi Erdemrend kézépkeresztjér. A
Ferencvéros stadionja 2007 6ta viseli nevét.

Jatékosként és utdna is, mindig egy szerény, korreke, kiilsnleges em-
ber volt. Kivéléan cselezett, nagyon szerette a labdét és kiismerhetetleniil
jétszott. Rendkiviil sportszert jitékos volt, sosem rigott meg ellenfelet.
Hires volt csipére tett kezérdl, ahogy vérta, hogy a labda hozzd keriiljon.
O azt nyilatkozta késébb, hogy igy pihent a sprintek utdn. Albertnek
sziviigye volt sajdt csapata mellett a vélogatott is, mig a Fraditél Bajnokok
Ligdja-szereplést és stabil
bajnoki 4lmokat, a vdloga-
tottél kontinens bajnok-
sdgbeli sikereket vart. ,Na-
gyon jé lenne végre ott
lenni egy nagy torndn,
hogy a magyar csapatért
szorithassunk. Akkor ro-
vid id8re ugyan, de vissza-
vedlenék fiatalld.”

Szepesi Gyorgy, meg-
annyi sikerének krénikdsa
az MTI-nek azt nyilatkoz-
ta: ,Alig egy 6rdja értesiil-
tem Fléri haldldrdl, azéta
se nagyon jutok széhoz.
Lestjtott a hir, képtelen
vagyok magamhoz térni,
annyira mellbe vdgott. Ha
valakirdl, hdt réla cudtam

volna a leginkdbb elkép-
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With the national team, he entered the field seventy-five times. This
number could have exceeded even a hundred had he not collided with the
Danish goalkeeper in 1969 and suffered a serious knee injury. After a long
period of recovery, he took to the field again but since his knee could not
handle the stress, he retired. His final game was a 3-2 win against Yugosla-
via on May 29, 1974. Even after he finished his career as a footballer, he did
not quit his beloved club, Ferencvdros, operating as the honorary chairman
from 2001.

Since 2004, the Emperor of Football has held the title of Athlete of the
Nation. He celebrated his seventieth birthday two months ago with his
fellow players and friends. He is a citizen of merit of Budapest’s Ferencvéros
district, a holder of the Officer’s Cross and the Commander’s Cross of the
Order of Merit of the Hungarian Republic. Since 2007, the stadium of
Ferencviros has born his name. As a player and later on, he has always been
a humble, fair and special person. His dribbling technique was excellent;
he loved the ball and was unpredictable in play. He was an outstandingly
fair player who never kicked an opponent. His hallmark was standing arms
akimbo, waiting for the ball to reach him. Later, he said in interviews that
this was his way of resting after sprints. Aside from his team, Albert also
cared about the national
team; while he expected
Fradi (a nickname of the
Ferencvaros club) to reach
the Champions’ League
and be a regular at the
championships, he wanted
the nationals to be success-
ful at the continental tour-
nament. “It would be great
to finally attend a major
tournament and root for
the Hungarian team. That
would make me young
again, even if for justa short
while.”

Gyorgy Szepesi, the
chronicler of so many of his
successes told the Hungar-
ian News Agency Corp.: “
have heard about Fléri’s

zelni, hogy szdz évig fog

élni. Szeptemberben lett hetvenéves, és teljesen jol volt, én egészségesnek
ldttam, eszembe nem jutott volna, hogy révidesen éppen 6 fog elmenni
koziiliink. Felfoghatatlan, mert semmi el8jele nem volt e tragédidnak, s
a milt heti operdcié utdn is tgy 4llt a helyzet, hogy jél van, sikeres m-
téten jutott tal...”

Rékosi Gyula, aki csapattdrsa volt a kezdetektdl azéta is nehezen tér
magéhoz a sokktdl:

,Csaknem hat évtizedet hiztunk le egyiitt a Fradiban Flérival, biisz-
ke vagyok a vele valé bardtsdgra, mintha testvérek lettiink volna, agy
éltiink — mondta az FTC egykori sokszoros vdlogatott jitékosa az MTI-
nek. — Majdnem egytitt keriiltiink fel a nagycsapathoz, 6rém volt vele
egyiitt futballozni. Szombaton még benn voltam ndla a kérhdzban, jél
elbeszélgettiink, jokedvi volt, ma késziiltem hozzd Gjra, nem tudom, mi
torténhetett, a fia reggel hivott a szérny( hirrel. Mélyen elszomoritott,
kévélygok, nem vagyok magamndl, nem taldlom a helyemet.”

Cikkiink interjinak késziilt, 4m a sors kizbeszolt. A valaha élt egyik
legtehetségesebb magyar labdarigén szivkoszortiér-miitétet hajtottak
végre, dm mdsnap egy szivinfarktus kévetkeztében eltdvozott kéziiliink,
mérhetetlen drt hagyva maga mogott. Kivanunk neki jé jatékot a tobbi
naggyal az égi stadionokban. Hajrd, magyarok!

Brezovcsik Andrés

death about an hour ago
and I still cannot find words. I am completely mortified and I still cannot
recover from the news. I would always imagine that if anyone would live a
hundred years then it would be him. He had only turned seventy in Sep-
tember. He felt excellent and he looked healthy; I never would have thought
that he would be the one to pass away soon. I cannot come to terms with
this tragedy; there were no signs of it and after last week’s surgery, it seemed
that his operation was a success.”

Gyula Rakosi, Albert’s teammate since the beginning, could still hard-
ly recover from the shock:

“Fléri and I have spent nearly six decades together in Fradi. I am proud
of our friendship; we were like brothers”, said the multiple national team
member. “We were almost admitted to the big team together and it was a
joy to play alongside him. On Sunday I visited him at the hospital; we had
a good talk and he was in a good mood. I was preparing to visit him again
today; I have no idea what had happened. His son called me this morning
with the terrible news. I am still totally distraught and I cannot recover.”

This article had been planned to be an interview but fate has intervened.
A coronary operation was conducted on the most talented Hungarian foot-
baller ever but the next day he suffered an infarction and passed away,
leaving behind an unfathomable void. We wish that he and the rest of the
great players have a good game in the heavenly stadiums. Go Hungary!
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